
 1 

Robert G. Aslanian, Ph.D. 
 
 
   
 
Academic Experience 
 
Associate Professor and Chair



 2 

B.A.         1980 
Rutgers University, Newark, New Jersey 
B.A. in Chemistry with Honors 
 
Professional Experience 

 
Merck Research Labs         
 
Senior Director           2009 - 2011 
 
Schering-Plough Research Institute 
 
Senior Director            2005 – 2009 
 
Group Director/Director               2002-2005 
 
Position at Schering-Plough prior to 2002 
         
Associate Director 
Responsible for the discovery of small molecule drug candidates for projects in the Allergy area. 
Supervised a staff of 18 chemists. Co-chair of the Discovery Team and member of the Early Drug Team 
guiding preclinical and Phase I clinical development of allergy candidate. 





 4 

4. “



 5 

 
16. “Bicyclic and tricyclic heterocycle derivatives as histamine H3 receptor antagonists for the treatment 

of obesity” de Lera Ruiz, Manuel; Zheng, Junying; Berlin, Michael Y.; McCormick, Kevin D.; Aslanian, 
Robert G.; West, Robert; Hwa, Joyce; Lachowicz, Jean; van Heek, Margaret . Bioorg. Med. Chem. 
Lett. 2013, 23, 6004-6009. 

 
17. “Conformation constraint of anilides enabling the discovery of tricyclic lactams as potent MK2 non-

ATP competitive inhibitors” Xiao, Dong; Palani, Anandan; Huang, Xianhai; Sofolarides, Michael; 
Zhou, Wei; Chen, Xiao; Aslanian, Robert; Guo, Zhuyan; Fossetta, James; Tian, Fang; Trivedi, 
Prashant; Spacciapoli, Peter; Whitehurst, Charles E.; Lundell, Daniel. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2013, 
23, 3262-3266. 

 
18. “Lead optimization of a pyridine-carboxamide series as DGAT-1 inhibitors” Ting, Pauline C.; Lee, Joe 

F.; Zorn, Nicolas; Kim, Hyunjin M.; Aslanian, Robert G.; Lin, Mingxiang; Smith, Michelle; Walker, 
Scott S.; Cook, John; Van Heek, Margaret; Lachowicz, Jean. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2013, 23, 985-
988.



 6 

26.



 7 

37. "Pharmacological characterization of a novel α2C-adrenoceptor agonist N-[3,4-dihydro-4-(1H-
imidazol-4-ylmethyl)-2H-1,4-benzoxazin-6-yl]-N-ethyl-N'-methylurea (compound A)" Corboz, M. R.; 
Rivelli, M. A.; McCormick, K. D.; Wan, Y.; Shah, H.; Umland, S.; Lieber, G.; Jia, Y.; McLeod, R. L.; 
Morgan, C.; Varty, G. B.; Wu, J.; Feng, K.-I.; Boyce, C. W.; Aslanian, R. G.; Palamanda, J.; Nomeir, 
A. A.; Korfmacher, W.; Hunter, J. C.; Anthes, J. C.; Hey, J. A. Journal of Pharmacology and 



 8 

49. 



 9 

 
63. “Two complimentary, diversity-driven asymmetric syntheses of a 2,2-disubstituted piperidine NK1 

antagonist” Xiao, D.; Wang, C.; Palani, A.; Reichard, G.; Aslanian, R.; Shih, N.-Y.; Buevich, A. 
Tetrahedron Asymmetry 2006, 17, 2596. 

 
64. “Efficient one-pot formation of 4-N-substituted 2,4-



 10 

J. J.; Ting, P. C.; Albanese, M. M.; Berlin, M. Y.; Zhu, X.; Wong, S.-C.; Rosenblum, S. B.; West, R.; 
She, S.; Williams, S. M.; Bryant, M.; Hey, J. A. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2002, 12, 937. 

 
76. “Structure-Activity Relationships of Oxime Neurokinin Antagonists: Oxime Modifications” Reichard, G. 

A.; Spitler, J.; Aslanian, R.; Mutahi, M. wa.; Shih, N.-Y.; Ling, L.; Ting, P. C.; Anthes, J. C.; Piwinski, J. 
J. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2002, 12, 833. 

 
77. “The Design and Synthesis of Novel NK1/NK2 Dual Antagonists” Reichard, G. A.; Ball, Z. T.; Aslanian, 

R.; Anthes, J. C.; Shih, N.-Y.; Piwinski, J. J. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2000, 10, 4580. 
 

78. “Recent Advances in the Treatment of Cough” Aslanian, R.; Hey, J. A.; Shih, N.-Y. in “Annual Reports 
in Medicinal Chemistry”, Doherty, A. M. ed. Vol. 35, p. 51 Academic Press, 2000. 

 
79. “A Practical Asymmetric Synthesis of the Novel H3 Agonist (+)-(3R, 4R)-3-(4-Imidazolyl)-4-

Methylpyrrolidine, Dihydrochloride (Sch 50971)” Aslanian, R.; Lee, G.; Iyer, R.; Shih, N.-Y.; Piwinski, J. 
J.; Draper, R. W.; McPhail, A. T. Tetrahedron Asymmetry 2000, 11(19), 3867-3871. 

 
80. “Sch 50971, an Orally Active Histamine H3 Receptor Agonist, Inhibits Central Neurogenic Vascular 

Inflammation and Produces Sedation in the Guinea Pig” McLeod, R.L.; Aslanian, R.; del Prado, M.; 



 11 

 
91.  “Facile Route to 1-Phosphoryl - and 1-Sulfonyl-1,3-Dienes via Palladium-Catalyzed Elimination of 

Allylic Acetates”, Akermark, B. ; Nystrom, J.-E. ; Rein, T.; Helquist, P.; Aslanian, R. Tetrahedron Lett. 
1984, 25, 5719.  

 
92. “Direct Preparation of 5-



 12 

10. “Synthesis of Amine analogs for the Treatment of African Sleeping Sickness” Cleysi Anaya, Marie 
Jean-Pierre, Diana Mejia, Ivan Arevalo, Youssef Fardos and Robert Aslanian. Sixth Annual GS-
LSAMP STEM research Conference, New Brunswick, NJ. October 3, 2014 

 
11. “Synthesis of ketones from carboxylic acids using a convenient, one-pot protocol.” Shah, Unnati; 

Rak, Jennifer; Sivaram, Shobika; Kwamboka, Roselyn; Aslanian, Robert. 247th ACS National 
Meeting & Exposition, Dallas, TX, United States, March 16-20, 2014. 

 
12. “Preparation of pentamidine analogs for the treatment of human African trypanosomiasis (HAT)” 

Mamur, Aziz; Aslanian, Robert Abstracts of Papers, 245th ACS National Meeting & Exposition, New 
Orleans, LA, United States, April 7-



 13 

 
23. “An Asymmetric Synthesis of the Novel H3 Agonist (+)-(3R, 4R)-3-(4-Imidazolyl)-4-Methylpyrrolidine, 

Dihydrochloride” Aslanian, R.; Lee, G.; Iyer, R. V.; Shih, N.-Y.; Piwinski, J. J.; Draper, R. W. Poster 
number Org 117 presented at the 220th National ACS meeting, Washington, D.C., August, 2000. 

 
24. "New Ligands for the Histamine H3 Receptor" Aslanian, R.; Brown, J. E.; Shih, N.-Y.; Green, M. J.; 



 14 

Pauline C.; Huang; Xianhai; Shao; Ning; Palani; Anandan; Berlin; Michael Y.; Aslanian; Robert G. 
U.S. Patent # 8,569,312. October 29, 2013. 

 
9. Functionally selective alpha2C adrenoreceptor agonists. de lera Ruiz; Manuel, McCormick; Kevin D., 

Boyce; Christopher W., Aslanian; Robert G., Yu; Younong, Mangiaracina; Pietro, Zheng; Junying, 
Berlin; Michael Y., Ciesla; Stephanie Louise, Huang; Chia-Yu, Liang; Bo. U.S. Patent # 8,501,747. 
August 6, 2013. 

 
10. Gamma secretase modulators. Aslanian; Robert G., Huang; Xianhai, Palani; Anandan, Qin; Jun, 

Zhou; Wei, Zhu; Xiaohong, Mazzola, Jr.; Robert D., Dhondi; Pawan, Greenlee; William J. U.S. Patent 
# 8,518,975. August 27, 2013. 

 
11. C20-C21 substituted glucocorticoid receptor agonists. Anthes; John C., McCormick; Kevin D., Hey; 

John A., Aslanian; Robert, Biju; Purakkattle J., Berlin; Michael Y., Solomon; Daniel M., Yang; 
Hongwu, Lim; Yeon-Hee, Lee; Yoon Joo, Bitar; Rema Danielle. U.S. Patent # 8,524,697. September 
3, 2013. 

 
12. Biaryl spiroaminooxazoline analogues as Alpha2C adrenergic receptor modulators. McCormick; 

Kevin D.; Dong; Li; Boyce; Christopher W.; de Lera Ruiz; Manuel; Fevrier; Salem; Wu; Jie; Zheng; 
Junying; Yu; Younong; Chao; Jianhua; Won; Walter S.; Rao; Ashwin U.; Kuang; Rongze; Tin



 15 

 
21. 



 16 

 
33.  Imidazole and Benzimidazole Derivatives useful as Histamine H3 Antagonists. Aslanian, R.G.; Tom, 

W.C.; Xhu, X. US Patent # 7,482,468. January 27, 2009. 
 
34. 1-[[1-[(2-Amino-6-methyl-4-pyridinyl)methyl]-4-fluoro-4-piperidinyl] carbonyl]-4-[2-(2-pyridinyl)-3H-

imidazo[4,5-b]pyridin-3-yl]piperidine. de Lera Ruiz, M.; Aslanian, R.G.; Berlin, M.Y.; Mccormick, K.D. 
US Patent # 7,332,604. February 19, 2008. 

 
35. Non-Imidazole Compounds. Aslanian, R.G.; Shih, N.-Y.; Ting, P.T.; Berlin, M.Y.; Rosenblum, S.B.; 

McCormick, K.D.; Tom, W.C.; Boyce, C.W.; Mangiaracina, P.; Mutahi, M. w.; Piwinski, J.J. U.S. 
Patent # 7,300,941. November 27, 2007. 

 
36. Novel Non-imidazole Compounds. Rosenblum, S.B.; Zeng, Q; Mutahi, M.w.; Aslanian, R.G.; Ting, 

P.C.; Shih, N.-Y.; Solomon, D.; Cao, J.; Vaccaro, H.; McCormick, K.D.; Baldwin, J.; Li, G. U.S. Patent 
# 7,238,688. July 3, 2007. 

 
37. Benzimidazolone Compounds as H3 Antagonists. Ting, P.C.; Aslanian, R.G.; Berlin, M.Y.; Boyce, C.; 

Cao, J.; Mangiaracina, P.; McCormick, K.D.; Mutahi, M.w.; Rosenblum, S.B.; Shih, N.-Y.; Solomon, 
D.; Tom, W.C.; Zeng, Q; U.S. Patent # 7,220,735. May 22, 2007. 

 
38. Carbon-linked substituted piperidines and derivatives thereof useful as histamine H3 antagonists and 

their preparation, pharmaceutical compositions and use in the treatment of diseases. Aslanian, 
Robert G.; Berlin, Michael Y.; Huang, Ying; McCormick, Kevin D.; Mutahi, Mwangi W.; Shih, Neng-
Yang; Ting, Pauline C.; Tom, Wing C.; Zheng, Junying. U.S. Patent # 7,408,066. August 5, 2008. 

 
39. Non-



 17 

 
48.  Composition and Method for Treating Allergic Diseases. Piwinski, J. J.; Aslanian, R. G. U.S. Patent # 

6,103,735. August 18, 2000. 
 
49. Imidazoylalkyl Substituted with a Five, Six or Seven Membered Heterocyclic Ring Containing One 

Nitrogen Atom. Vaccaro, W.; Wolin, R. L.; Solomon, D.; Aslanian, R. G.; Piwinski, J. J.; Rosenblum, 


